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Curriculum vitae of Benjamin Schindler 

 

Personal details 

Benjamin Jakob Schindler-Pfister was born on July 24, 1971, in 
Heidelberg (Germany) as a Swiss citizen (of Zurich and Mollis). 
He lives with his wife and four children in Speicher. 

 

Education 

2010 Habilitation at the University of Zurich; awarded teaching qualification in pub-
lic law 

2005–2008 Swiss National Science Foundation fellowship for advanced researchers at the 
University of Oxford (until October 2005), at the Institute for German and Eu-
ropean Administrative Law at the University of Heidelberg (until May 2007) 
and at the University of Berne (until spring 2008) 

2004–2005 Magister Juris (MJur) at the University of Oxford (St John's College; with dis-
tinction) 

2002 Doctorate in Law at the University of Zurich (summa cum laude) 
1998 Admitted to the bar in the Canton of Zurich 
1991–1996 Law studies at the University of Zurich, lic. iur. 
1979–1990 Schools in Bern (Matura Type B; with Latin) 
1978–1979 Elementary school in Leimen near Heidelberg (Germany) 

Main occupation 

since 2010 Full professor of public law with a special focus on administrative law and pro-
cedural law at the University of St. Gallen HSG 

2008–2012 SNSF professorship at the Institute for Public Law at the University of Berne 
(project title: History of Swiss administrative law doctrine; project funding: 
CHF 1.27 million; three employees) 

2001–2004 Adjoint de direction and Data Protection Commissioner at the Federal Office of 
Justice, Bern 

1998–2000 Assistant at the Chair of Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Georg Müller, Chair of Constitutional 
Law, Administrative Law, and Legislative Studies at the University of Zurich 

1996–1997 Trainee at Homburger Rechtsanwälte, Zurich 

Public offices and militia functions 

since 2024 Judge at the Constitutional Court (Staatsgerichtshof) of the Principality of 
Liechtenstein (previously substitute judge since 2012) 

since 2021 Vice President of the Appeals Committee of the Reformed Church of both Ap-
penzell (previously substitute member since 2014) 

2012–2017 Member of the Commission for Planning and Community Development of the 
Municipality of Speicher 

1991–2021 Various military roles, including commander of a tank brigade staff company 
and, most recently, officer for law and conventions in the Armed Forces Chief 
of Staff (major)   
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University self-administration and professional associations 
since 2024 Member of the Executive Board of the Association of German Constitutional 

Law Professors (Vereinigung der Deutschen Staatsrechtslehrer) 
since 2023 Member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Faculty of Law at the University 

of Vienna 
since 2012 Member of the Executive Board of the Swiss Law Society (Vice President 2017-

2021; President 2021-2024) 
since 2012 Member of the board of the St. Gallen Lawyers' Association 
since 2011 President of the Appeal Committee for Education at the University of St. Gallen 

HSG  
since 2010 Member of the Board of Trustees of the Reformed Parish at the University of 

St. Gallen HSG 
since 2010 Vice President of the Peter Häberle Foundation at the University of St. Gallen 

HSG 
2019-2021 Head of Department (Dean) of the Law Department at the University of 

St. Gallen HSG 

Editor and series editor 

since 2021 Chief Editor of the «Schweizerischen Zentralblatts für Staats- und Verwal-
tungsrecht» (Schulthess) 

since 2011 Co-editor of the «Schriftenreihe Schweizerisches Bundesverwaltungsrecht» 
(Helbing & Lichtenhahn) and the «Schriften zur Grenzüberschreitenden Zu-
sammenarbeit» (Dike) 

2008–2020 Co-editor of the journal «Sicherheit & Recht» (Dike) 

Other honorary activities 

since 2022 Second guild master of the Zunft zur Meisen (vintners company), Zurich  
since 2021 Board member and secretary of the Rössli Foundation, Trogen 
2002–2013 Board member of the Rudolf von Tobel Study Foundation, Bern (Vice President 

2003-2009; President 2009-2013) 
2002–2011 Board member and treasurer of the Dietrich Schindler Foundation, Glarus 

Awards/scholarships 

–  Walther Hug Dissertation Prize (2002) 
–  SNSF Habilitation Scholarship (2005) 
– SNSF professorship (2008) 
– Credit Suisse Award for Best Teaching 2013 (awarded by the student body of the University of 

St. Gallen HSG) 
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