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b Archives Austen, Sir Francis William (1774-1865), naval officer, fifth son of the Revd George

Vikeriesses Austen (1731-1805), rector of Steventon in Hampshire, and his wife, Cassandra (1739~
1827), daughter of the Revd Thomas Leigh, was born at Steventon on 23 April 1774. He
was the brother of Admiral Charles Austen an Jane Austen. In April 1786 he entered
the Royal Naval Academy at Portsmouth, where his exemplary work earned him an
early promotion. In December 1788 he joined the frigate Perseverance, and served
&E.e s aboard her in the East Indies. On 28 December 1792 he was promoted lieutenant, and
after six years of active service was promoted to commander on 3 January 1799.On 13
May he was promoted captain following a brilliant single ship action in March, when he
ArehiveEdition captured a French brig of war attempting to break the British blockade of Napoleon's
army in Egypt. Between 1800 and 1802 he served as flag-captain to Admiral Gambier,
aboard the Leopard, engaging the French invasion flotilla then being built up around
Boulogne. He subsequently transferred to serve under Admiral Louis in the Canopus.
Here he took part in Nelson's long blockade of Toulon and the pursuit of Villeneuve
across the Atlantic. To Austen's intense mortification, Louis's squadron was detached
to re-provision shortly before the battle of Trafalgar, and so missed it. Subsequently
the Canopus took part in Admiral Duckworth's Atlantic operations, culminating in the
decisive battle off San Domingo on 6 February 1806, in which she played a crucial role.
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Austen returned home shortly afterwards and in July that year married Mary, eldest
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