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Exchange semester at the University of St.Gallen (HSG) 
Visa and Entry 
 
Depending on your nationality, you may need an entry visa before entering Switzerland. The Student 
Mobility Services team of the University of St.Gallen will apply on your behalf for the relevant visa 
grant document based on the nationality you entered, and the passport copy you uploaded in your ex-
change application. This document will expedite the visa application procedure. 
 
Your nationality determines your entry requirements: 
 
EU or EFTA  

- You do not need a visa. 
- You need a valid travel document (passport or identification card). 

 
Australia, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Singapore and United Kingdom  

- You need a grant for a residence permit and a valid passport. 
 
Grant for a residence permit: 
The Student Mobility Services team of the University of St.Gallen applies on your behalf and 
will send you the grant for the residence permit by e-mail (exchange autumn semester: by 
the end of June; exchange spring semester: mid-November).  

 
Afghanistan, Algeria, Bangladesh, Burundi, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Guinea, Haiti, Iraq, 
Iran, Cameroun, Libya, Morocco, Myanmar, Nepal, North Korea, Pakistan, Republic of the Congo, 
Ruanda, Sri Lanka, Sudan, South Sudan, Syria and Vietnam  

- You need a visa and a valid passport. 
 
Visa application: 
You need to apply for a visa in person at the Swiss embassy/consulate in your country of 
residence. Present your University of St.Gallen acceptance letter to the Swiss representation. 
Apply as soon as possible after you have received your acceptance letter from us. 

 
All other countries 

- You need a grant for a visa and a valid passport. 
 

Grant for a visa: 
The Student Mobility Services team of the University of St.Gallen applies on your behalf and 
will send you the grant for the visa by e-mail (exchange autumn semester: by the end of 
June; exchange spring semester: mid-November).  

 
Visa fees 

The University of St.Gallen is charged for your grant for visa/grant for resident permit document by 
the migration office. After we have sent you the document by e-mail, you are required to reimburse 
the university for these costs (CHF 96.-) which must be paid online before your arrival in St.Gallen. 
Payment is possible by credit card only. The link to the payment portal will be sent to you by e-mail. 
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Student visa 

Please note that you will receive a student visa. This visa does not entitle you to work in Switzer-
land. Canton officials must approve an application for a work permit handed in by your employer. 
Due to current regulations, students without EU/EFTA nationality are highly unlikely to receive a 
work permit. 
 
Resident permit 

Students staying longer than 90 days in Switzerland must register at the residents' office within 14 
days after their arrival in St.Gallen to obtain their residence permit.  
 
Bringing our family to St.Gallen 

You may bring your partner or family to St.Gallen but HSG is not able to assist you with applying 
for the necessary visas or approval procedures. Information about HSG childcare options can be 
found under advisory services. If your school-age children travel with you to St.Gallen, you will 
need to contact schools in the area yourself. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.unisg.ch/de/universitaet/ueber-uns/beratungs-und-fachstellen/diversity-equality-inclusion/vereinbarkeit/

