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Health Insurance in Switzerland for International Students 
 
Health insurance is mandatory for everyone living in Switzerland more than three months. As an interna-
tional student, after your arrival and registration at the residents’ office, you must submit proof of sufficient 
health insurance coverage within three months after your arrival in Switzerland.   
 

EU/EFTA & UK students  
If you have a valid "European Health insurance Card" (EHIC) or “UK Global Health Insurance Card 
(GHIC), you must still apply for an exemption from the compulsory health insurance in Switzerland from 
the cantonal authorities within your first three months. 
 
Please note: The exemption is guaranteed only if you are not gainfully employed in Switzerland. If you 
take a part-time job or a paid internship, you are typically required to switch to a Swiss plan. 
 
To submit at the Residents’ Office in person or by email kvg@stadt.sg.ch : 
✓ Printed and completed form Application for exemption from the compulsory health insurance  
✓ Copy of your European Health Insurance Card or UK Global Health Insurance Card  
✓ Copy of your enrolment confirmation at the University of St.Gallen (in your Compass inbox) 
 

Students from EU/EFTA countries with a private health insurance  
If you have a private insurance from your home country, you may apply for an exemption. For a private 
policy to be accepted, it must provide coverage equivalent to the Swiss Federal Health Insurance Act 
(KVG), see Guide Compulsory Health Insurance 2025 . 

• The policy must not have a "cap" or limit on medical expenses. 
• It must cover all basic medical treatments, hospitalizations, and medications recognized in Switzer-

land.  
• Your insurer must sign and stamp page 2 of the document Application for exemption from the 

compulsory health insurance, confirming the policy meets these legal standards. 
 

To submit at the Residents’ Office in person or by email kvg@stadt.sg.ch: 
✓ Printed and completed form Application for exemption from the compulsory health insurance  
✓ Confirmation of the insurer on the second page 
✓ Copy of your enrolment confirmation at the University of St.Gallen (in your Compass inbox) 

 
Non-EU/EFTA students  
Students from outside Europe generally have two paths for coverage: 
 

1. Specialized Student Packages 
Most students choose to take out a Swiss student health insurance package like Swisscare or 
Scorestudies. These are significantly cheaper than standard Swiss health insurance. 
These plans technically fall outside the mandatory basic insurance (KVG), so you must still apply for a 
formal exemption from the compulsory standard Swiss health insurance to use them. 
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To submit at the Residents’ Office in person or by email kvg@stadt.sg.ch: 
✓ Printed and completed form Application for exemption from the compulsory health insurance  
✓ Confirmation of the Swiss health insurer on the second page 
✓ Copy of your enrolment confirmation at the University of St.Gallen (in your Compass inbox) 
 
2. Private Insurance from Home 
You can try to use a private policy from your home country and ask for an exemption from the compul-
sory health insurance. For a private policy to be accepted, it must provide coverage equivalent to the 
Swiss Federal Health Insurance Act (KVG), see Guide Compulsory Health Insurance 2025. 

• The policy must not have a "cap" or limit on medical expenses (unlimited coverage). 
• It must cover all basic medical treatments, hospitalizations, and medications recognized in Swit-

zerland. 
• Your insurer must be willing to sign and stamp page 2 of the document “Application for exemp-

tion from the compulsory health insurance”, confirming the policy meets these legal standards. 
 
Travel insurances are not accepted. 
 
You can try to use a private policy from your home country, but this is rarely accepted. Therefore, we 
strongly suggest that you take out a Swiss health insurance package for international students from 
the very beginning. 
 
To submit at the Residents’ Office in person or by email kvg@stadt.sg.ch: 
✓ Printed and completed form Application for exemption from the compulsory health insurance  
✓ Confirmation of the insurer on the second page 
✓ Copy of your enrolment confirmation at the University of St.Gallen (in your Compass inbox) 
 
 

 
 
 
Swisscare:  https://swisscare.com/en/home; International Student Health Insurance (HMIE) (HMIE) 

From CHF 38/month, see Swisscare Insurance Premiums 
 
SWICA:  Health insurance for international students 
   CHF 155,-/month, from 19 to 25 years of age 
 
Scorestudies: https://scorestudies.ch/en/ 
   From CHF 42/month  
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