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Implementation Provisions 

on the Awarding of Funding for research projects in the field of 
health sciences at the University of St.Gallen (Health Forward) 

 

 
1 December 2023 (as at: 1 January 2025) 

The Research Committee of the University of St.Gallen 

enacts 

based on 

Art. 1 para. 2 of the Regulations on the Awarding of Research Funds by the 
Research Committee of the University of St. Gallen of 8 December 2015 0F

1  

as implementation provisions: 
 

Art. 1 Subject 

1 These Implementation Provisions govern the awarding of funding in the field of health 
sciences for the realisation of research projects at the University of St.Gallen, which serve 
to prepare applications for third-party funding from national or international research 
funding institutions (Health Forward). 

 
Art. 2 Eligibility 

1 The following members of the University of St.Gallen are eligible to apply: 

a) Full professors; 

b) Associate professors; 

c) Senior lecturers; 

d) Assistant professors; 

e) Postdoctoral researchers (contracted for at least 0.5 FTE); 

f) Bridge professors (Brückenprofessuren) of the University of Zurich1F.1F

2 

2 Assistant professors 2F

3 and postdocs must be employed for at least 0.5 FTE (50%) at the 
University of St.Gallen during the envisaged Health Forward project. Assistant professors 
employed within the frame of bridge professors at the University of Zurich are exempt from 
this regulation. 

 
Art. 3 Project requirements 

1 Research projects in the field of health sciences that combine elements of the scientific 
disciplines of the University of St.Gallen and medical care, are eligible for funding. 

2 Only research projects that are developed and carried out in collaboration with partner 
institutions in Eastern Switzerland are eligible for funding. 

 
1 III.D.04 
2 Bridge professors (Brückenprofessuren) of the University of Zurich (UZH) are professors who have been appointed to the UZH 
Faculty of Medicine within the framework of the Joint Medical Master and whose appointment has been confirmed by the University of 
St.Gallen. 
3 This does not apply to UZH bridge professorships. 
 

English is not an official language of Switzerland. This translation is provided for information 
purposes only and has no legal force. 
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3 Partner institutions in Eastern Switzerland are deemed to be 

a) Hospitals in the Canton of St.Gallen; 

b) Empa St.Gallen; 

c) OST University of Applied Sciences, Department of Health: 

4 Applicants must submit or be submitting a project proposal for a basic research project to 
a national or international research funding body (in particular SNSF project, programme 
or career funding, EU projects in the field of basic research and ERC, Innosuisse, 
government funding).3F

4 

5 The national or international research funding body must already be specified when 
applying for Health Forward funding. 

 
Art. 4 Fundable Costs 

1 Applicants may request funding for any or all of the costs that they have budgeted in 
connection with their Health Forward project. Such costs include: 

a) Staff and social security costs of project staff (pay grades F6, F4 and F8) 
pursuant to the regular salary categories of the University of St.Gallen and the 
.FTEs customary at the University of St.Gallen. The salaries of employees of the 
partner institutions in Eastern Switzerland are based on the respective current 
salary list of the partner institution; 

b) Research costs directly related to undertaking the research project; 

c) Other, justifiable project-related costs. 

2 No funding will be granted to cover the applicant’s or the project partner’s salary, 
conference fees and publication costs. 

3 Funding is awarded for a maximum of 18 months and up to a maximum of CHF 100,000 
for the entire funding period. 

4 No funding is awarded retrospectively. 
 

Art. 5 Applications 

1 Applications must be submitted by the advertised deadlines. 

2 Applications are reviewed by the Research Committee at its regular meetings. 

3 Application forms should be submitted to foko_submission@unisg.ch and must include 
the following supporting documents: 

a) Research plan, as specified on the application form; 

b) CVs of the applicant, the project partner on the part of the partner institution in 
Eastern Switzerland, as well as the project staff (if known at the time of 
application); 

c) Publication list of the applicant, the project partner on the part of the partner 
institution in Eastern Switzerland, as well as the project staff (if known at the time 
of application); 

d) Certificates (see application form for details); 

e) Proof of employment of at least 0.5 FTE (50%) at the University of St.Gallen 
pursuant to Art. 2 para. 2. 

 
4 Mobility grants (SNSF and EU), SNSF Spark; innosuisse and successor programmes are exempt from this arrangement. 
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Art. 6 Evaluation 

1 Scientific evaluation criteria: 

a) Scientific quality of the research plan; 

b) Likelihood of the envisaged project application receiving funding from the 
national or international funding bodies indicated on the application form; 

c) Cost efficiency of the Health Forward project; 

d) Suitability and qualification of the applicant and the project staff. 
2 For the scientific review, the Research Committee of the University of St.Gallen is 
supplemented by a member appointed by the Directorate of the School of Medicine 
(Med-HSG). 

Art. 7 Disbursement 

1 As a rule, funding is disbursed in two tranches: 

e) Tranche 1: Staff and social security costs for project staff up until the envisaged 
submission to a national or international research funding body (max. 12 
months); research costs. 

f) Tranche 2: Staff and social security costs for project staff after submission to a 
national or international research funding body (max. 6 months). 

2 If the application is approved by the Research Committee, a project cost centre will 
be opened on behalf of the grantee, to which the first tranche of the awarded amount 
will be transferred. 

3 Grantees are responsible for administering the project cost centre themselves. 
 

4 After submission to a national or international research funding institution, the second 
tranche will be transferred to the project cost centre. 

5 The grantee of the University is responsible for payment to the grantee of the partner 
institution in Eastern Switzerland. 

Art. 8 Waiver or premature termination 

1 If grantees waive funding or have to terminate their research work prematurely, they must 
notify the Research Commission immediately in writing, stating the reasons. 

2 Grantees must reimburse the Research Committee for the grant already paid, provided 
that the grantees have not yet incurred any corresponding expenses. 

Art. 9 Recipient Duties and Responsibilities 

1 Recipients are required to provide information and to meet filing and reporting obligations 
pursuant to the Regulations on the Awarding of Research Funds by the Research 
Committee of the University of St.Gallen. 4F

5 

2 As a rule, applicants must submit their envisaged project application to a national or 
international research funding body after 12 months. 

3 Recipients must mention their affiliation with the University of St.Gallen in all publications 
emerging from the Health Forward project. 

 
5 Directives and Statutes of the University of St.Gallen, IV.A.4.01.1. 
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4 The source of funding must be mentioned in the Acknowledgement of all publications, by 
stating the project number. 

5 Health Forward projects will continue to be funded for a maximum of six months after 
submission to a national or international research funding body. The date of submission 
deadline to the funding body shall apply. 

6 Any malpractice and violations committed in the handling and use of funding are deemed 
to constitute research misconduct and will be investigated and sanctioned in accordance 
with the HSG Code of Academic Integrity 5 F5 F 6 

Art. 10 Funding of Health Science Research Funding 

1 The projects are financed by the Med-HSG. 

2 As part of its annual budget decision, the Directorate of the Med-HSG decides on the 
amount of funds available for "Health Forward" research funding for the coming year. 

3 The funds generally come from surpluses from the JMM performance mandate. The Med- 
HSG Directorate may finance research funding from other Med-HSG funds. 

Art. 11 Reporting 

1 As part of its regular reporting, the Research Commission provides information on the 
utilisation of Med-HSG funds for the promotion of research projects in the field of health 
sciences (Health Forward). 

 
Art. 12 Enactment and Transitional Provisions 

1 These Implementation Provisions were enacted on 1 January 2024. 

 

 

  

 

 
6 Directives and Statutes of the University of St.Gallen, II.D.29 
 
 
 
 
 


